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Autumn 2011

A note from the Newsl etter E
Dear ASAB member,

Welcometo the Autumn 2011 edition of the ASABNewsletter! It hasbeenanother busyyearfor ASABwith
successfukonferencesin London, Cambridgeand St! y R NBhathave each showcasedthe breadth and
depth of researchcovered by membersof our society. If you missedout on the Summermeeting in St
Iy R NBysundl Jind a view from the conference,kindly provided by Christine Schwabfrom the KLIfor
Evolution and Cognition Researchin Austria, on page 3. We also have news from ! { ! .A€rgeditation
Committee,on its recentinvolvementwith the BBCabout self-taught dogtrainers givingadviceon behaviour
problems Thereare alsothe usualnewsand highlight updates on animal behaviourresearch publishedin
the lastfew months.

With Winter very surely on its way, thoughts now turn to the annual Winter conferencein LondonZoo. This
yearis a particularly specialyear,aswe are celebrating! { ! 73 Birthday! Amongstthe celebrations,Prof.
Aubrey Manning will be taking us on a trip down ASABMemory Lane, highlighting the achievementsand
progressin the field with a few anecdotesthrown in for good measure! Youcanread more about what is in
store on page4.

We are keenfor ASABmembersto continue to sendus items for the Newsletter and to include on the ASAB
website, sopleasedo get in touch if you have any newsor commentsto includein future editions. We would
alsolike to hear about your exciting researchnews, so let us know if you have a paper being publishedthat
& 2 diikeRo share!l Asever,you cancontactme at ASABNewsletterEditor@gmailom.

With all best wishes,

Lisa Collins
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*In the news...*

A brief look at some of the animal behaviour coverage in the media this Autumn

A recent study publishedin the journal Nature shows
that the offspring of promiscuousfemale dark-eyec
juncos have greater reproductive success than
offspring sired within a social pair. The study by
Gerlachet al (2011; «

Proc Roy SocB, publ.
onlineAug31) analysed
DNAprofile datafrom 17
breedingseasonsand

the jury isout!

It seems that extravagant courtship displays by
males becomeredundantif motherscanmanipulate
the sexratio. Fawcettet al (2011, Proc Roy Soc B
1081592515930 developeda mathematicalmodel
that called into question whether sexinessof males
matters if females can choose their 2 T ¥ a LIN
gender It seemsthe ability to choosegenderreduces

foundthat F1 extra-pair :
offspring producedtwice as many youngon averag
asFL within-pair offspring

The finding that cows are capable of magneto
reception and align themselveswith magneticfields
(Burda et al, 2008 PNA$ was called into questior
with the publication of a paper by a Czechresearcl
team repeatingthe experimentusingfurther Google
Earth images Hert et al (2011, J Comp Phys A
197:677-682) found no evidenceto support Burdaet
I f €@rdier work. However,the debate continuesas
. dzNRdar® ave sincere-analysedl S Nda@ anc
havefound that it actuallydoessupporttheir origina
findings(Begallet al, in press,J Comp Phys A). The
differencein opinionmaybe due to logisticalerrorsin
the re-analysissayHert and colleaguesbut for now,

the fitness differencesbetween those females that
bag an attractive male and those whose mate is less
attractive. This work predicts that the most
extravagantmale sexualdisplaysshould be found in
those speciesvhere mothershavelittle or no control
oversexratio.

Being bullied when young R 2 S aaywinipy adult
make, say Sancheidacouzet & Drummond (2011
Biol Lett 7: 869-871). Previousexperimentshave
shownthat adverseconditionsduring early life can
lead to negative longterm effects on growth and
competitive behaviour However,in the longlived
marine bird, the blue-footed booby, which have a
clear dominancestatus as chicks,the aggressiveness
of dominant chicksas adults was no different from
that of the subordinatechicks

*The BBC stands down for the sake of animal welfare*

I { ! AdcergditationCommitteegenerallyspendsit
time quietly awarding recognitionto appropriately
qualified clinical animal behaviouristsand working
with the companion animal industry body, the
Animal Behaviour & Training Council (ABTC),to
promote professionalstandardsin animal training
and behaviourtherapy. But we alsostandguard for
the welfare of companionanimalsin the UKandthis
time it was the BBCwho came into our sights

Earlyin Octoberthe . . / Th&One Showaired an
item showing a (rather telegenig selftaught dog
trainer using overtly bullying techniquesto inhibit
resourcerelated aggressivebehaviour a pet Jacl
Russell The footage included boxingthe dog round
the facewith hisfeet andtreadingonthe R 2 3d@s
whilst taking control of food and other resourceghe
dog was guarding By the end of the item the doc
was clearly cowed and was inhibiting its aggressiv
behaviour but none of the emotional issuesdriving
its aggressiorhad been addressed]eavinga canine
tickingbombof fear andfrustration. Thiswill

inevitably erupt in future explosionsof aggression,
thus putting the safety of the family and the future
life of the dog at risk

The Accreditation Committee, and hearteningly
nearly every other animal welfare organisationin
the country, immediately put in a complaintto the
BBCand Ofcom outlining the problems with what
was portrayed and offering an expertto appearon
the programmeto explainit all to viewers After
someinitial mutteringsabout& 3 2 T\Rdbtageand
a planned seriesover the coming weeks,the BBC
backeddown and a well-known TV vet was on the
sofa doing the job for us ¢ delegeni€ E seems,is
not in our remit. Thelatest newsof the issueis that
the selftaughtyoungmanhassignedup for some
education.

Emma Creighton
Secretary of the ASAB Accreditation Committee
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* ASAB Summer Meeting 20X1View from the Conference*

Tosayit upfront: intelligenceis what one makes of
it. Despitea lively panel discussionabout how to
define intelligence there was yet no consensu
reached But as long as the audience of a
conference about & ! Y RS N&A { laniia
Ay i St f(orgarfzgddy SidlianBrown, CarlSmitt
and KevinLalang is provided with sucha valuable
collection of multifaceted and insightfu
contributions as was the casein St Andrewsthis
summer,oneO 2 dzf cRrgleRs]

Twenty one oral and 75 poster presentation:
tackled their understandingof animal intelligence
from various directions, addressing topics that
ranged from problem-solving and innovation, to
conceptlearning,inequity aversionandteaching,all
starting with two exceptional plenaries by Louit
Lefebvreand SusanneShultzabout brain evolutior
and encephalizatiorand the questionsof how they
are linked with cognition and how to gair
operational definitions of intelligenceto measure
(socialxognition

One of the famous examplesabout sophisticate:
cognitiveskillswasgivenby ElisabettaVisalberghin
her plenary about tool-use in bearded capuchit
monkeys and how much the animals understanc
about physicalpropertiesof the stonetoolsto make
functional selective choices The fraction of
researchersworking on social learning in animals
was well representedby Elli Leadbeaterwho gave
an excellentexampleof how bumblebeescan use
social information in a foraging context by using
locationcuesandraisingthe notion that the useanc
spread of social information can be based on
& & A Y bdécBahisms Alex Thornton followed a
similar line when he gavean overview of his work
on meerkatsthat show high levelsof sociallearning
but he used it to raise the probably mosi
provocative question of the conference does
culture really make you smart? Maybe not, when
we consider how eager individuals may be to
activelyseekinformationconspecificsvouldrather

conceal(Uri Grodzinskion western scrubjaysin a

cachingcontext), or to seek(physical)explanations
for properties such as solidity in the absenceof

causalvisualcues(AmandaSeedon chimpanzeesn

modified trap tube tasks) But how can individual
information go on? How may it be transferredinto

collective information? Here, work on small
organismscan give big answersas was shown in

ElvaRobinson'galk, basedon an awesomemicro-

tech experimentalset-up, about how rock antsturn

information about nest site quality into individual
decisiongo acceptor declinepresentednestseven
in the absence of alternatives for comparison

Furthermore,the intriguing plenary by Tom Seeley
about swarm intelligence in honey bees further

investigated questions of how and when groups
reachcollectivedecisions

Althoughit is impossibleto cover everythingfrom
the conferencein so few words, this short overview
will hopefully provide an idea of the variety of the
contributionsand seedcuriousityabout future work
on somerather newly raisedquestions,suchasthe
relationshipbetweencognitionand sexualselection
by Neeltie Boogert which led to some lively
discussiongluringthe generousbreaks

And finally, the inauguration into the secrets of
ceilidh dance! A long awaited, staminatesting, but
ultimately rewarding, event that made a grand
finale to the conferencein the dignified buildingsof
Lower CollegeHall Before headingback home, a
couple of people took the opportunity to visit the
livinglinks center at EdinburghZooand enjoyedthe
great pleasureof being shown around by Andrew
Whiten through these amazingfacilities What a
nicefarewellpresent!

ChristineSchwab
KLIfor Evolutionand CognitionResearchAustria




Winter ASADB  Vieeting 201 L

K e Rz S YA Y Era Y U S
IISTC ZNa ecemper,; Zoological: SOCIElY Of L.ondon -meetng, rooms,-xegent's Fark; -ona

Registration:IFREE! Just-turn up!
Organisers David Shuker, andi Nathan:Bailey; University-of St/Andrews.

Plenary Speakers:
Professor Marlenezuk (University of California Riverside)
Professor Karin Pfenni@iniversity of North Carolina)

Our understandingof sexualselectionand
the evolution of animal mating systemsis
based on the idea of competition for
mates, in terms of both the quantity and
guality of those mates It hasbecomeclear
thoughthat animalsoften attempt to mate
with partners that appear to be of low
quality. Such partners range from
apparently low fitness individuals of the
opposite sex but of the same species,
through to members of the same sex or
evenmembersof a different speciesfrom
whichno fithessbenefitsshouldaccrue

In this two-day meetingwe will explorethe evolutionarycausesand consequencesf seemingly'sub-optimal”
mate choice behaviour There are two questionswe hope will be addressed First, are behaviourssuch as
reproductiveinterferencebetween speciesor samesexmatingswithin speciesbiologicallyrelevantor merely
quirky pathologiesthat offer little insight?Secondto what extent do mate choicesin one context (gettingthe
"right" speciesor sex,or the "sexiest"partner)inform usaboutmate choicein other contexts?

We hopeto stimulateboth empiricistsandtheoreticiansto think againaboutwhat we expectfrom mate choice,
how discriminatinganimalsshouldbe, what we think mate quality actuallyis, andto considerwhether unusual
mate choicesmay help or hinder our view of mating systemsand sexualselection We are particularlykeento

bring together biologistsstudyingsimilar phenomenaunder different paradigms Although mate choiceis our
focus,we expectthe discussiorto be wide-rangingand relevantto those interestedin animaldecisionmaking,
especiallycontextdependentchoice andindividualvariationin behaviourmore generally

In addition to these presentations,we are alsodelightedthat ProfessorGeneRobinson(Universityof lllinois)
will be givingthe 2011 TinbergenLectureduringthe meeting,and that Dr SarahPryke (MacquarieUniversity)
will be givingher ChristopherBarnardAward for OutstandingContributionsby a New Investigatortalk. Finally,
ProfessorAubrey Manning (Universityof Edinburgh)will help us celebrate 75 years of ASABwith a special
plenarytalk consideringhe historyanddevelopmeniof ASAB

Abstractsubmissiorhasnow CLOSED

A programme of talks and a list of posters is now available online at
http://asab.nottinghamacuk/meetings/indexphp.

The full abstractbooklet can be found here ABSTRACT BOOKLHKorder to saveresourceswe will not be
printing out the abstractbooklet for delegates but the abstractbooklet will remain availableas a pdf on-line
after the meeting



http://biology.st-andrews.ac.uk/shuker/documents/ASAB Winter Meeting 2011 Abstract booklet v3.pdf
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SAB Easter"Conferen'ce 2012
"11th — 13th April 2012
Aberystwyth University, UK

i Postgraduate workshop Wednesday 11th
Conference sessions: Thursday 12th & Friday 13th
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“ Registration now open!

' /O ;’N ‘ 0 "“fh x
¥Fo or, fu her mformatnon
wwwaberac uklenllbers/eventsl . ‘
Follow us'onITwnter #EasterASA82012 orLfmd

us on Facebook Asab | Easter Conference 2012
‘ _ - - VR




*VIth European Conference oBehaviouralBiology*
20M-220d July 2012, Essen, Germany

The next European Conference BahaviouraBiology will take place in Essen, Germany, from Friday, July 20,

Sunday, July 22, 2012. The meeting is organizétlybgkBurda SabineBegall Marcus Schmitt, Mari@herese
Bappert and Philidammann ASAB members can find all information on the meeting web site:
www.ecbb2012.org

Thereis a callfor proposalsfor symposiafor ECBR012 ECBRVIL » 20-22 July 2012

If you areinterestedin organizinga symposiumpleasepreparea short
1-2 pageabstract,that shouldinclude

- adescriptivetitle

- one or two paragraphsexplainingthe purposeof the symposiumand
its relevanceto behaviourabiology

-atentativelist of speakergincl. their institutions)

Symposiarerestrictedto half-daysessions
Please send your proposal to the organization committee
(ecb?012@unidue.de) by the 31st of Decembei2011 European Congress on Behavioural Biology

University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany

The editors o&thology and RedouarBsharyare hostingthe first ethology Investigatesonline conference.

November29th to December 2nd2011

Goto to registertoday

Confirmed speakersSarahBrosnan(Georgia State)Mlike Cant(Exeter) Jens KrauséBerlin),RedouanBshary
(Neuchéatel)
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