
Assessing animal handling and training

Before undertaking supervised experience, candidates wishing to be certificated as a clinical animal behaviourist shall be required to demonstrate to their supervisors that they are competent in the necessary handling of the species for which competency is to be claimed, across a range of characteristic temperaments, and proficient in the application of appropriate reinforcement in their training.

This may take the form of relevant qualifications or prior achievements in this area (e.g. components of veterinary, veterinary nursing or other relevant qualifications, NVQ 3 in animal care, achievement in breed-specific events involving handling/training, testimonials of proficiency from employer, etc) or satisfactory demonstration of these skills, e.g. through successful implementation of a training programme. An example of what such a training programme may demand for each species for which competency is to be claimed is outlined below. Supervisors may require candidates to gain additional experience of animal handling prior to their starting Level 1.

Exemplar training programme to assess animal handling and training:

Candidates using this programme to demonstrate their proficiency and skills in animal handling and training are required to:
1. Demonstrate all competences for those species for which competency is to be claimed to the satisfaction of a supervising certificated clinical animal behaviourist or suitably qualified/skilled individual. This should include the handling of both familiar and unfamiliar animals and demonstrate competency in handling individuals across a range of temperaments, e.g. fearful, aggressive, confident, nervous, etc.
2. Produce a report on the procedure you have used to train an animal of your choice to perform an agreed task. This should include video footage to illustrate the training sessions, the behaviour trained and procedures involved as appropriate. This report should not exceed more than 2 pages in length.
IMPORTANT
Candidates should complete a risk assessment and obtain the written permission of the owners of any animal used in the assessment.
All work must comply with U.K. legislation to protect the welfare of animals and not require a Home Office licence under the terms of the Animals Scientific Procedures Act (1986).

Suggested Reading:

Chance P. (1993) Animal Learning, Brook Coles.

Mills D.S. (2002) Learning, training and behaviour modification techniques. In: Horwitz, D.F., Mills, D.S. & Heath, S. (Eds) BSAVA Manual of Canine and Feline Behavioural Medicine. Gloucester: British Small Animal Veterinary Association.
Useful web information http://www.wagntrain.com/OC/

Practical log: Dogs

Candidates must demonstrate that they can:

1 Safely and effectively restrain a dog

2 Safely apply a basket muzzle to a dog

3 Safely apply a nylon muzzle to a dog

4 Apply a collar and lead and walk a dog in an appropriate way

5 Apply various types of dog head halter in an appropriate way, and demonstrate how to manipulate the animal accordingly

6 Apply an “anti-pulling” harness appropriately and demonstrate its use

7 Use training disks to effectively signal non-reward

8 Use a lure to encourage a dog to sit

9 Use a lure to encourage a dog to lie down

10 Use a lure to make sit – lie down – sit –stand transitions

11 Teach a dog to stay

12 Teach a dog to leave a treat alone on command

13 Deliver non-reinforcement to a dog pulling on the lead

14 Demonstrate the ability to gain the attention of a dog in a distracting situation
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Cats

Candidates must demonstrate that they can:

1 Safely and effectively restrain a cat

2 Safely pick up and carry a cat
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Rabbits

Candidates must demonstrate that they can:

1 Safely and effectively restrain a rabbit

2 Safely pick up and carry a rabbit
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Horses

Candidates must demonstrate that they can:

1. Fit a head collar and tie up a horse correctly

2. Pick up a horse’s foot safely

3. Pick up a horse’s leg for restraint safely

4. Apply a skin twitch

5. Apply a muzzle

6. Fit a simple bridle

7. Correctly lead and turn a horse

8. Stand a horse up for inspection

9. Safely get a horse to back up

10. Demonstrate knowledge on the correct use of the twitch and problems which can arise from its misuse

11. Be conversant in the terminology used in basic equitation and understand the principles involved in controlling a horse’s behaviour during riding

	Task
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Verifier
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Date
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Generic task (All candidates)
1. Train an animal of your choice to perform a simple act using a clicker.

Prior to assessment, provide details of the task which you will be demonstrating below.
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